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LIVING

HOME CV
WHO Jo Springthorpe, a former model and fashion-

editor-turned-designer, shares this single-storey 
dwelling in the southern suburbs of Cape Town with 

her partner, Jeff Liss, and son, Oscar.  WHAT In spite of 
its modest scale and need of an update, the couple 
fell in love with the house. Designed and lived in for 
decades by its original owner-architect, the typical 
1950s characteristics were unmistakable and, to a 

design aficionado such as Jo, utterly iconic: a simple 
box form, pitched roof, white-painted bagged 

brickwork, timber ceiling panelling and parquet and 
clay tile floors. ‘It was so expertly designed and in 

such brilliant condition,’ says Jo. The couple employed 
Spanish architect Ana Corrochano of Fusion 
Architects to renovate the property. Her brief 

included maximising the indoor-outdoor feel of the 
house, creating a seamless connection between  

all the living areas and a separate cottage for  
guests, plus a bedroom for their teenage son.  

RENOVATION As ‘relaxed purists’, renovating the 
house was a balance between respecting the original 

design and preserving the best of its architectural  
and material features, while modernising the 

structure’s functionality and aesthetics. They also 
wanted each room to have outside space.
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THAT SHOW
A clever and sensitive renovation of a mid-century  

                                                 modern gem has maximised space, light,  
               functionality and enjoyment for its creative owners

DINING ROOM  
Jo inherited the ornate serving table from  
her grandmother. The artwork behind it was 
gifted and is The Hillbrow Tower by local  
artist Lorenzo Nassimbeni. Some of Jo’s 
favourite pieces include the vintage lamp (on  
the carved server) and two busts, which were 
found at auction. The dining table and chairs  
are Binnehuis pieces (an iconic South African 
mid-century manufacturer) that are now highly 
collectable. ‘I grew up with a lot of Binnehuis 
pieces and I just love this set,’ says Jo. The 
pendant light is a copper original that was  
left in the house when the couple bought it. 



SITTING ROOM The sliding doors are 
recessed into the walls, adding to the seamless 
transition from indoors to out and vice versa 
throughout. The sofa in the sitting room is a Swedish 
mid-century piece and is upholstered in its original 
green wool. The ceramics on the vintage coffee  
table are all made by Jo. The green rug is from  
the Reloaded range by Gonsenhausers. Green is  
Jo’s favourite colour and appears throughout the 
house, forging a connection with the plants outside.  
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‘WE LOVE BEING HERE  
IN SUBURBIA. WE HAVE  
TO FORCE OURSELVES  

TO GO OUT NOW’

CORRIDOR The glass and wooden screen 
corridor was a new addition to the house and 
connects the cottage and Oscar’s bedroom  
to the main house. The corridor, devised by  
architect Ana Corrochano, was designed to  
give the home a dynamic flexibility. The artwork  
is Dry Riverbed by Walter Meyer. The amber 
frosted glass pendants were found in a junk shop.



SLUG LIVING

KITCHEN A large window was installed  
in the kitchen for natural light and ventilation, 
with the wooden frame matched to the original 
wood used on the doors and window frames 
throughout the house. The mosaic tiles on the 
feature wall in the kitchen were found by Jo in 
the end-of-range section at Douglas Jones tiles. 
The typical mid-century palette perfectly 
complements the space. The Bauhaus-inspired 
barstools were found by Jo on Facebook. The 
pendant lamps over the kitchen counter are 
vintage pieces, with the wooden detailing 
custom-made in order for them to be properly 
fitted with the long cables. The ceramics in  
the kitchen are part of Jo’s Hornsea collection, 
as well as her own pottery pieces.  

BATHROOM 
Large windows flood the bathroom 

with light and frame the lush 
garden outside, evoking the mood 

of a jungle spa. While modern 
elements prevail here, such as the 
aluminium window frames, there 
is still a sense of visual sensitivity 

and synergy with the rest of the 
house. The white tiles were 

installed in a pattern typical of the 
1970s – a look discovered by Jo 
while she was carrying out her 

research. The use of furniture in 
bathrooms, rather than built-in 

vanity units, was also popular from 
the 1950s through to the 1970s and 
inspired Jo’s choices. A sideboard 

has been converted to become  
a functional bathroom piece. 

BEDROOM Jo and Jeff’s bedroom is a 
calm and welcoming space set to the side of the 
house. The acrylic and gouache artwork above 
the bed is by Gabriela Orzechowski. The side 
table is a Binnehuis piece inherited by Jo from 
her parents. The French sideboard was picked 
up at an auction house, while the items on top, 
a collection of photographs, vessels, paintings 
and other decorative objects, are a mix of 
gifts, second-hand finds and inherited pieces.

COURTYARD The retro cane chairs  
were commissioned by Jo from the Cape Town 
Society For The Blind in Salt River. The breeze 
blocks in the wall, so typical of mid-century 
homes, were added by Jo. The slate ‘crazy 
paving’ was another mid-century element  
that Jo ‘felt the house had to have somewhere’. 
The courtyard is a favourite spot of Jo and Jeff’s 
and is sheltered from even the worst of Cape 
Town’s notorious south-easterly wind.

BLANKET, 
£80,  

La Redoute

PENDANT, 
£89, Heal’s

CUSHION 
COVER, £29.95, 

Hus & Hem

CANDLE HOLDER, £120, 
French Connection 

RUG, £215, 
Idyll Home

CHAIR, 
£179, 
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TABLE LAMP, 
£245, Soho 
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